
ATLANTIC CANADA’S AIRPORTS FUEL 
OUR REGION’S ECONOMY

The economic impact of air passenger  
and cargo traffic through Atlantic Canada’s 

airports is over $2.6 billion annually

Supports 16,700 person  
years of employment

Move 7.3 million passengers – over  
3 times the population of the region

Growth of 3% annually over  
the last decade

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT  
OF ATLANTIC CANADA’S AIRPORTS



OUR PRIORITIES
GROW PASSENGER AND  
CARGO TRAFFIC

• Increase Canadian tourism 
marketing investments and 
continue to support the Atlantic 
Canada Tourism Partnership 
(ACTP) marketing and business 
development initiatives 
through Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency (ACOA).

• Continue to support strategic 
infrastructure investments at 
Atlantic Airports that have the 
ability to improve economic 
development in our region and 
communities.

• Ensure visa programs are 
in line with those of other 
international players. 
Streamline visa processing and 
expand the Transit Without Visa 
Program (countries, airports, 
airlines)

 
Despite Canada’s potential, over the last 
10 years tourism in Canada has declined 
significantly, falling from 8th place to 18th 
place in global rankings. Expensive air travel 
is one of the perceived reasons for that 
decline.  According to the Conference Board 
of Canada practical difficulties with Canada’s 
visa processes and insufficient marketing 
are among the factors that have negatively 
affected inbound travel. 

Over the past decade, air travel in Atlantic 
Canada has grown by 22%, which has pro-
pelled the need for our airports to expand 
infrastructure to meet the growing demand 
of the travelling public. 

With the support of the Atlantic Gateway 
program, six infrastructure projects were 
undertaken at our region’s airports with an 
investment of nearly $100 million. Great 
Moncton International Airport and Halifax 
Stanfield International Airport and have 
been able to extend their runways to over 
10,000 feet in order to secure contracts with 
larger cargo aircraft.  Both airports have 
been working hard to establish our region 
as a multi-modal trans-shipment hub and 
they have secured new cargo carriers and 
established new routes. 

WORKING TOGETHER HAS 
PRODUCED RESULTS
With the support of the Atlantic Canada Opportu-
nities Agency and the Atlantic Gateway program 
Atlantic Canada’s airports have been working with 
the federal government and all four provincial 
governments over the past four years to increase air 
passenger and cargo traffic.  Together we have raised 
awareness of our region on a world stage that has 
enabled us to attract 10 new direct flights to destina-
tions in Canada and the US and establish new direct 
flights to 3 international destinations. In addition, 
airlines increased capacity on service to 8 existing 
destinations and 4 new cargo services were estab-
lished. Our joint business development initiatives are 
working and moving forward we would like to work 
with ACOA on business development and marketing 
initiatives to grow air access to our region. 

REVISIT AIR INDUSTRY  
COST STRUCTURE

• Reduce government 
fiscal burdens 
on air travel in 
order to minimize 
cost differentials 
between Canada 
and competitive 
jurisdictions 
(primarily the U.S.) 

• Cap airport rent and/
or adjust formula 
to exempt non-
aeronautical revenue 

• Implement an 
appropriately funded 
and more inclusive 
permanent ‘ACAP 
type’ program 
that will support 
safety and security 
operations at 
Canada’s regional 
local airports and 
small NAS airports 
with less than 
500,000 passengers 
annually.

 
 
As gateways to the communities 
they serve, Atlantic Canada’s airports 
have an integral role in furthering the 
economic prosperity of our region. In 
order to remain competitive, federal 
policies and programs should aim 
to facilitate and foster growth.  The 
most significant challenge facing 
Canada’s aviation industry today is 
that it has become uncompetitive. 
Canadian carriers are forced to con-
tend with federal and provincial fuel 
excise taxes, security fees and airport 
charges that are amongst the most 
expensive in the world today.

Five of Atlantic Canada’s airports 
including; Fredericton, Gander, Char-
lottetown, Saint John and Moncton 
will begin paying rent to the federal 
government by 2016.  These small 
NAS airports struggle financially to 
fund their capital intensive assets 
as they do not qualify for federal 
funding assistance for airside safety 
projects through the Airport Capital 
Assistance Program (ACAP), adding 
an additional tax/rent burden to this 
size of airport is not good policy.

The fact that small NAS airports 
do not qualify for ACAP funding 
presents a challenge, particularly in 
Atlantic Canada. These small regional 
airports with less than 500,000 
passengers annually have significant 
capital expenditures and the revenue 
collected from traffic volumes is not 
sufficient to fully sustain their capital 
programs. These airports require 
sustainable, predictable federal 
funding for essential, safety-related 
airside capital projects. An ACAP 
type program for small NAS airports 
with less than 500,000 passengers is 
required. 

IMPROVE FLOW OF 
PASSENGERS AND CARGO

• Directly Links Air Transport 
Security Charge (ATSC) to 
CATSA funding in order 
to match resources with 
security demands

• Increase the use of 
automated border 
clearance technology and 
trusted traveller programs

 
 
Canada’s airports seek measures 
designed to improve the flow of 
travellers and goods to, from, through 
and within Canada.  Reductions in 
security and border clearance wait 
times provide better value for money 
and improved experience for travelers, 
thereby increasing passenger traffic.

A robust funding mechanism for the 
Canadian Air Transport Security Au-
thority (CATSA) is urgently needed in 
order to meet the needs of the indus-
try and its customers. Longer-term the 
federal government should seek to 
tie the Air Transport Security Charge 
(ATSC) more directly and formally to 
CATSA’s revenues in order to ensure 
that the level of resources allocated to 
the agency’s activities is more closely 
aligned with changing demands.

Pre-registered trusted traveller pro-
grams such as NEXUS and CANPASS 
have helped to improve overall system 
efficiency. More benefits may be 
realized if more passengers could or 
would register and use the programs.

Use of appropriate technologies, 
including advanced border clearance 
devices, Electronic Travel Authoriza-
tion (ETA) and mobile applications, 
and incorporating better processing 
approaches would lead to better cus-
tomer service at a reasonable cost.

Together we have 
raised awareness 
of our region on a 
world stage that 
has enabled us to 
attract 10 new direct 
flights to destinations 
in Canada and the 
US and establish 
new direct flights 
to 3 international 
destinations.

The time has 
come to ‘fine 
tune’ our airport 
model. It can 
no longer be a 
‘one size fits all’ 
approach.

A robust funding 
mechanism for 
the Canadian Air 
Transport Security 
Authority (CATSA) 
is urgently needed 
in order to meet 
the needs of the 
industry and its 
customers.



YOUR SUPPORT
We look forward to continuing an effective dialogue with 
parliamentarians with a view to creating sound public policy in 
support of air transportation and our region’s quality of life. 

ABOUT THE ATLANTIC CANADA 
AIRPORTS ASSOCIATION
The Atlantic Canada Airports Association is a not-for-profit body representing 12 
airports in the Atlantic region including:

• Bathurst Regional Airport 
• Charlottetown Airport 
• Deer Lake Regional Airport 
• Fredericton International Airport 
• Gander International Airport
• Greater Moncton Airport 

• Goose Bay Airport 
• Halifax Stanfield International Airport
• Saint John Airport
• Stephenville Airport
• St. John’s International Airport
• Sydney Airport  

ACAA speaks on behalf of the airport industry in the Atlantic region with a mandate 
to undertake on a region-wide basis collaborative action on policy issues.


